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It Should Be Simple
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The Nature of Students in Changing

‣Deal with information differently

‣Think in hypertext, they leap around

‣Are intuitive visual communicators

‣Learn better through discovery rather than 
being told

‣Are able to shift their attention rapidly from 
one task to another, and may choose not to 
pay attention to things that don’t interest 
them

‣Able to respond quickly and expect rapid 
response in return
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Mobile Learning
‣4.6 million students were taking at least one online college course 

in 2009 (17% growth rate representing 1 out of 4 college 
students)

‣10 billion downloads from iTunes

‣350,000 lectures, videos and other resources free on iTunes 
University

‣1 billion applications downloaded from Apple

‣45 million laptops sold in 2010

‣15 million iPads sold in 2010

‣182 million web sites
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Job Skill Changes
Professional, Skilled, Unskilled
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45%

35%
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Skilled -
Technical
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Unskilled

Unskilled
Prof. Prof.

24%

62%

14%

Technical

Unskilled
Prof.

2005

Source:  
U.S. Dept. of Labor

Skilled-Technical: 
Education beyond high school 
or on-the-job training

Professional: 
Bachelors Degree or above
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First professional degree
1%

Doctoral degree
1%

Masterʼs degree
2%

Bachelorʼs or higher degree,
plus work experience
4%

Bachelorʼs degree
14%

Associate degree
5%

Postsecondary 
vocational award

8%

Work experience in a 
related occupation

8%
Long-term 

on-the-job training
6%

Moderate-term 
on-the-job training 14%

Short-term 
on-the-job

training
39%

Occupational Outlook Quarterly
Winter 2009-10

Per-cent distribution of job openings due to job growth and
replacement needs by education or training level

projected 2008-2018
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Why do students go to school?
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Degree of Engagement

High School Study of Student Engagement 2009
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Teachers Make a 
Difference
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CTE
Leading the Way
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What is the spark?
What is your message for

Students and parents,
colleagues,
colleges,

and
state leaders?

‣Curriculum

‣Career Pathways

‣Assessment
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Curriculum
How is content linked to 
meaningful application?

‣How essential are the mastery of core 
subjects to work success?

‣How do you determine each student’s 
need for explicit instruction in higher 
level mathematics?

‣How are math skills presented in 
preparation for different careers?
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Career Pathways
Leadership, self-direction, responsibility, 
ethics, and adaptability are essential life 

skills needed in every career.

‣What is the big picture, the lifelong 
learning I want my students to have?

‣why is it important for you to be an 
informed educator participating in our 
democratic process? How do you become 
informed and engaged in policy 
decisions?

‣How does global trade effect the skills 
needed for being a successful worker?
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Assessment
What measurement of learning is 

meaningful to life success?

‣What is the purpose of education in this 
changing technological world?

‣How do learners discover what they are 
passionate about?

‣How are opinions about CTE formed and 
how might I impact those opinions?
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